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The ProfessorsTutor: TEKS  
4th Grade 
Lesson 1 

Objective 5 (4.18) (C) 
 

(4.18) Writing/grammar/usage. The student applies standard grammar and usage to  
           communicate clearly and effectively in writing. The student is expected to 
 

(C) employ standard English usage in writing for audiences, including subject-verb   
      agreement, pronoun referents, and parts of speech. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 Put transparency 1 on overhead 
 

Say: We will begin each meeting with a TAKS drill. This is so we can get use to the  
         types of questions that will be asked on the test. 
 

Ask:  Will someone volunteer and read A? 
          Who wants to read and answer A-1? [answer: B] 
          Who wants to read and answer A-2? [answer: D] 
          Will someone volunteer and read B? 
          Who wants to read and answer B-1? [answer: A] 
          Who wants to read and answer B-2 ? [answer: B] 
 

 Remove Transparency 1 
 

Say: Today we will learn about writing for audiences. 
 

Ask: Can anyone tell me what I mean by audiences? [answer: those being written for]. 
 

Ask: Can anyone tell me what the audience has to do with writing? [answer: the audience should  
         define the piece you are writing]. 
 

Say: If the audience defines the piece you are writing. What type of language should you use  
         when writing to them? [answer: you should write to their social level]. 
 

 Put Transparency 2 on the overhead  
  Read: The  information on the transparency to or with the students. 
 

 Put Transparency 3 on the overhead 
 

Ask: Can anyone tell me what a subject is? [answer: when writing it is the topic of interest or the  
          primary theme of a writers work]. 
  Read: The information on Transparency 3 to the students.  
 
Say: Read A Fun Collection and do TAKS practice 1.  
        Remember to read carefully and write your answers thoughtfully. 
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Transparency 1 Lesson 1
TAKS drill 1

A)
(1) One Saturday everyone in my neighborhood was working at the park. (2) I was helping Mom
plant while Jeff and Dad was digging holes for a new fence.

A-1) What changes, if any, should be made in sentence 2?

A. change flowers to Flowers
B. change was digging to were digging
C. change fence to fense
D. make no changes

A-2) (3) I saw Daisy, one of our favorite ducks from the pond, crossing the field toward the row
         of holes. (4) Suddenly she looked into one of the holes and suddenly quacked loudly.

What is the Best way to rewrite the ideas in sentence 4?
A.  Suddenly she looked into one of the holes she suddenly quacked loudly.
B. Suddenly she looked into one of the holes. And suddenly quacked loudly.
C. Suddenly looking into one of the holes and suddenly quacking loudly.
D. Suddenly she looked into one of the holes and quacked loudly.

B)
(5) Mom and I hurried to the hole to see why Daisy was so alarmed. (6) There, in the bottom of
the hole, was a baby duckling. (7) The duckling was chirping and struggling. (8) To climb up the
sides of the hole. (9) I fell to my knees and reached into the hole, but my arm was too short to
reach the bottom.

B-1) Which sentence could best be added after sentence 9

A. Mom couldn’t reach the duckling either.
B. Last summer I broke my arm.
C. We had been feeding Daisy for many years.
D. Ducklings always follow their mothers.

B-2) (10) Jeff and Dad tried to coax the duckling onto a shovel, but the scared little creature
         wouldn’t move. (11) I noticed a worryed look on Dad’s face.

          What changes, if any, should be made in sentence 11?
A.  Change noticed to notice.
B.   Change worryed to worried.
C. Chance Dad’s to Dads
D.  Make no change.
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Transparency 2 Lesson 1

Examples of language for formal, informal, and non-formal for linguistic purposes we consider
these three major levels.

It is impossible to draw a line sharply dividing levels because words connected with the non-
formal aspects of formal language tend to drift toward each other.

                Formal

           Informal

                 Non-formal

When targeting your audience the three levels of social usage must be visualized as overlapping.
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Pain in the abdomen

Stomach ache

Belly ache
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Transparency 3 Lesson 1

The number of the subjects determines the number of the verbs.

Words that intervene between subject and verb do not affect the number of the verb.

With none, use the singular verb when the word means “no one” or “not one.”

None of us are perfect.                                                  None of us is perfect.

A plural verb is commonly used when none suggests more than one thing or person.

None are as fallible as those who are sure they’re right.
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The bittersweet flavor of
youth –its trials, its joys, its
adventures, its challenges –
are not forgotten.

The bittersweet flavor of
youth –its trials, its joys, its
adventures, its challenges – is
not soon forgotten.


