(Expository

Kit T Who?

1. Kit Carson was a trapper, scout, Indian agent, soldier and genuine legend of the Old We

2. He was born on Christm&ss/ein 1809 Carsonspent most of hisearlychido o d i n B
Lick, Missouri. His father iéd when he was only nine yeansl, and the need to work prevented Kit
from finishing school. He waapprenticedo a saddle maker when he turned fourteen, but left hom
for the Sante Fe, New Mexico area in 1826.

3. From abot11828 to 1831, Carson used Taos, New Mexico as a base camp for repeated f
trapping expeditions that often took him as far West as California. Later in the 1830s his trappin
him up into the Rocky Mountains. For a time in the early 1840s he wasysddby William Bent as g
hunter at Bentds Fort. As was t he dntegraednid t
the Indian world; he traveled and lived generally among Indians. His first two wives were Arapal
and Cheyenne women. Carson waislently unusual among trappers for his self restraint and

temperate (mild) | ifeétywlowt hHe® wad di wlneamc
Aword was as sure as the sun comind up in
courage

4. In 1842, while returning to Missouri to visit his family, Carson happened to meet John C.

Fremont, who soon hired him as a guide. Over the next several years, Carson helped guide.Fr¢g
to Oregon and Californiand through much of the Rockjountains and Great Basin.

5. Carsonb6és notoriety grew as his name bec
Statesb6 westward expansi on. He served U. S.
in 1846. He also helped Kearney agh a rebellion in California by Andres Piggdho mounted a
challenge of America occupying the territory now known as Los Angeles.

6. Carson played a prominent and memorable role in the Civil War in New Mexico. He help
organize their volunteer infanteyhich saw action at Val Verde in 1862. Most of his military action,
however, was directed against the Navajo Indians, many of whom had refused to be confined u
distant reservation set up by the government. In 1863 Carson waged a brutal war agisansjthe
marching through the heito their territory to destroy their crops, orchards and livestock.

7. At the end of the war he was mad8raadierGeneral, in command of Fort Garland, Colorado.
While in Colorado gpanding his ranching territorijie died there in 186XKit Carsonwas buried in
Taos, New Mexico.




TAKS Practice 5

Name:

Kit T Who?

Objective 1 (word meaning)
1. Which wordmeans the opposite pftegratedn paragraph 3?

migrated
enter
separated
included

00>

Objective 1 (detail / fact)
2. As a key player in the Civil War in New Mexico, Cargon

A. helped organize the New Mexico volunteer infantry

B. ledmost of his fur trapping exgaliions

C. became associated with several key events in the U.S. Westward expansion

D. he led the forces of U.S. General Stephen Kearney from New Mexico to California

Obijective 4 (inference)
3. Carson was noted for modest manners and courage bé&cause

living the life of a warrior he never lost control

after the Civil War he expanded his ranch in Colorado

his Aword was as sure as the sun comino u
he returned to Missouri to visit with family and friends

oowp

Objective 3 (progression of ideas)
4. In his efforts talefeat the Navajo Indians in 1863, Carson

forced them to walk nearly 300 miles

raided their reservations and destroyed their roads
integrated into the Indian world, living among them
waged a brutal war against their territory

oow>

Objective 3 (consistencyldgic)
5. From what the writer says about Kit Carsehich statement would not be reasonable?

A. His learned skills at an early age fine tuned him for his later life.

B. He traveled westward by every route available and picked up manseai@mng the way.

C.Asa mar ked man, most I ndians hated him an:
D. His desire to gain territory and destroy anything in his path made him a hero.
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TAKS Practice 5

Kit i Who? (continued)

Objective 3 (authorods

6. In 1846 the author writes as if Carson was a

knight
king
scout
leader

oowp

Obijective 4 (supporting interpretation / conclusion)

Whi ch sentence fr
integrated into the I ndian

St N

His first two wives were Indian.

He was a known saddle maker.

His base camp was in Taos, New Mexico.

He was a guide for John Freemont from Missouri

oowp

8. Paragraph 2 is mostly abdut

A. Carsoms apprenticeship
B.Carsonédés early childhood
C. his travel to New Mexico

D.his fatherds death
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om the passagewdsest suppo
worl d?o

Objective 1 (main idea)



TAKS Skills Exercise 5: Analyze characters

Name:

Bring a Mask

Find yourself a great costume and a wonderfulkmas You6r e invited to be t
XIV at the great palace of Versailles.

Read about each guest at the ball. Then write a question you would ask that character in order to find
out more about her or him.
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