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The ProfessorsTutor 

TAKS 

3rd Grade 

Lesson 29 

Objective 4 (3.9) (F) 

  

(3.9) Reading  / comprehension. The student uses a variety of strategies to comprehend  

         selections read aloud and selections read independently. The student is expected to 

 

(F) make and explain inferences from texts such as determining important ideas,  

      causes and effects, making predictions, and drawing conclusions. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 Put transparency 1 on the overhead 
 

Ask: Will someone volunteer and read A? 

         Who wants to read and answer A1? [Answer: B] 

         Who wants to read and answer A2? [Answer: G] 

         Will someone volunteer and read B? 

         Who wants to read and answer B1? [Answer: B] 

         Who wants to read and answer B2? [Answer: J] 
 

 Remove transparency 
 

Say:  Sometimes when we read something, we can tell certain things are about to happen  

          because of the information given. This is called inference. Say it with me.  

          Inference! To infer, means to draw a conclusion based on evidence. For example, if  

          we wake up and go outside and the whole neighborhood is wet and the sky is filled  

          with dark clouds we can infer that it rained. If, on the other hand, only one yard  

          has water in it, we can infer that the lawn was just watered. 
 

          Cause and effect is also something we encounter as we read. Cause and effect  

          explains why something happens, or what will happen because of a particular   

          event. For instance, if we are going to the movies and there is a fire at the theatre,  

          the theatre closes and we cannot see our movie. The fire is the cause of our not  

          being able to see the movie. Our not being able to see the movie is the effect. 
 

Another thing we do is draw conclusions. Drawing conclusions from our reading     allows 

us to give reasonable answers based on what we have read. For instance, if a student makes 

excuses for not having their homework and the excuses are not very good ones, we 

conclude that the teacher probably will not believe them. 
 

Ask: Are there any questions about inference, cause and effect, or drawing conclusions? 
 

Say: The final thing we are going to discuss today is making predictions. Based on what’s going 

on in a passage, we are able to predict the outcome. For instance, if Dad is building a fire 

for the barbeque and uses two gallons of gasoline to start the fire, we can predict that we 

had better stand back when he lights it and that Dad will probably burn his eyebrows. 
 

Say: Read Vampire Bats and do TAKS Practice 15. 
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Transparency 1 Lesson 29 

TAKS drill 29 

 

A 

 The soccer game was in 30 minutes and Joey wasn’t close to being ready. “Mom! Where 

is my other game shoe?” 

 “In the closet, left corner,” Mom answered. 

 “Found it. Thanks, Mom!” Joey darted into the bathroom, brushed his teeth, put his jersey 

on backwards, and ran past his mom. He grabbed an energy bar from her hand and was on his 

bike with only five minutes to get to the field for warm-ups. The park was six minutes away by 

foot. 
 

 

A-1 What can the reader tell about Joey? 

 

A. He is taking his time. 

B. He is unorganized. 

C. He is angry. 

D. He is going to be late. 

 

A-2 In this passage, what does the word darted means? 

 

 F. an object you can throw 

 G. a sudden rapid movement 

 H. a quick glance 

 J.  an indoor game 

 
 

B 

 Jane Goodall was born on April 3, 1934 in London England. As a child she was 

fascinated with animals. At the age of four, she sat for hours in a henhouse, watching closely. 

She wanted to find out how chickens lay eggs. While walking to school, she often stopped to 

watch a bird or squirrel. By looking and listening, Goodall learned about animals. 
 

B-1 A What did Jane Goodall do at the age of four? 

 

A. She liked to sit quietly. 

B. She wanted to see how eggs were produced. 

C. She hid in the henhouse. 

D. She liked to watch chickens. 

 

B-2 Goodall learned about animals by ___________ . 

 

 F. talking 

 G. reading 

 H. owning them 

  J.  looking 
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The ProfessorsTutor  

TAKS 
3rd Grade 

Lesson 30 

Objective 4 (3.9) (F) 

  

(3.9) Reading  / comprehension. The student uses a variety of strategies to comprehend  

         selections read aloud and selections read independently. The student is expected to 

 

(F) make and explain inferences from texts such as determining important ideas,  

      causes and effects, making predictions, and drawing conclusions. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 Put transparency 1 on the overhead 
 

Ask: Will someone volunteer and read A? 

         Who wants to read and answer A1? [Answer: B] 

         Who wants to read and answer A2? [Answer: G] 

         Will someone volunteer and read B? 

         Who wants to read and answer B1? [Answer: D] 

         Who wants to read and answer B2? [Answer: H] 
 

 Remove transparency 

 

Say: Remember, to infer means to draw conclusion based on evidence. If we go outside   

         and the ground is wet and there are rain clouds, even though we didn’t see the rain,  

         we can infer that it rained. 

 

         Cause and effect explains why something happens, or what will happen because of  

         a particular event. 

 

         To draw a conclusion means to be able to reach an answer based on the information  

         we have read. 

 

         Finally, based on what’s going on in a passage we are able to predict the outcome. 

 

Ask: Are there any questions? 

 

Say: Reread Vampire Bats and do TAKS Skills Exercise 15. 
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Transparency 1 Lesson 30 

TAKS drill 30 

 

A 

 A is the first letter of the alphabet. A is a usual symbol for low central vowel, as in father. 

The Greek A is named alpha, meaning the beginning. When writing music the letter A is the 

symbol of a note in the scale. A can also mean one, as in “a dog.” 

 

A-1 Which of the items listed below does the letter A NOT stand for? 

 

A. a musical note 

B. the ending 

C. one 

D. the beginning 

 

A-2 In this passage, what is another word for beginning ? 

 

 F. start 

 G. alpha 

 H. symbol 

 J.  central 

 

 

 

B 

 The aardvark is a nocturnal mammal. There are two species, one in central Africa and the 

other in South Africa. The aardvark, is about 6 feet (180 cm) long, has a long narrow snout, large 

erect ears, an almost naked or sparsely haired body, and a long tail. Its front feet are made for 

making holes in the ground and for clawing open the nests of ants and termites in order to 

capture the insects with their long sticky tongue. The aardvark resembles the anteater but is not 

closely related to them. It is also called ant bear or earth pig. 

 

B-1 Where are aardvarks found according to the author? 

  

A. South America 

B. Central Mexico 

C. Europe 

D. Africa 

 

B-2 How tall would an aardvark be if it stood up?  

 F. as tall as a giraffe 

 G. as tall as a tree frog 

 H. as tall as a grown man 

 J.  as tall as a cat 

 
 

 

 


