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The Messiest Room in Town 

 
 

1 Everyone said Lingôs bedroom was the messiest room in town. Everything was 

covered with toys and clothes (clean and dirty). Pet hair, rotten apple cores, and moldy 

pizza scraps were on the floor and under the bed. What a mess! Ling didnôt care. She 

liked her room just the way it was. 

 

2 Lingôs father said, ñHow can you find anything? Iôll bet you even have dust 

bunnies under your bed.ò 

 

3 Her brother said, ñNot dust bunnies, dust monsters. How do you stand the smell?ò 

 

4 Ling just grinned and closed the door. ñWhy do they care about my room?ò she 

thought. ñIf I put things away, I wonôt be able to find anything. Besides, it doesnôt smell 

that bad in here.ò 

 

5 One night as Ling was reading in bed, she heard a UrumbleU. Then her bed began to 

move. She looked up and saw something coming out from under her bed. 
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The Messiest Room in Town (continued) 

 

 

6 Out popped two big brown eyes. Then out came a big brown nose with a 

clothespin stuck on the end. A dirty brown head poked out and frowned at Ling. ñLing,ò 

the dust monster said, ñthis has got to stop. This room has passed messy, it has become a 

disaster area.ò 

 

7 Lingôs only question was, ñWhy do you have a clothespin on your nose?ò 

  

8 Dust Monster answered, ñBecause I canôt stand the smell of dirty socks and rotten 

food. Itôs time to clean up this mess.ò The monster UlurchedU over to a window and threw it 

open. ñFresh air at last,ò said Dust Monster, taking the clothespin off his nose. 

 

9 ñLing, clean this room up right now, if you donôt Iôm going to do something really 

terrible!ò shouted the monster. It began to grow bigger and bigger. 

 

10 Ling jumped out of bed and began to hang clothes in her closet. She shoved her 

dirty clothes in a box by the door.  She put her toys and books on shelves. As Ling was 

working, Dust Monster got smaller and smaller. By the time Ling was done, the monster 

was gone. ñWow, Iôll never let things get that messy again,ò Ling said, as she went to 

bed. 

 

8 The next morning everyone was shocked to see how neat and clean her room was. 

They wanted to know what had happened. Ling just grinned as she put a ñKeep Outò sign 

on her door. 
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TAKS Practice 16 (Objective 4) 
 3.9(J) distinguish fact from opinion in various texts, including news stories and advertisements. 
 
 

The Messiest Room in Town 
 

1) What does the word UrumbleU mean in this passage?  

 

                    vibration 
 

             sound 
 

                      movement 
 

         burst 
 
 

2) Which of the items listed below was under Lingôs bed? 
 

        moldy pizza scraps 
 

             peanut butter sandwich. 
 

         rotten grapes.  
 

          old piece of toast. 

 
 

3) Why couldnôt Ling tell her room smelled bad? 
 

       She had a cold. 
 

                     She used air freshener. 
 

        She was use to the smell. 
 

        She couldnôt smell. 
 

 

4) What happened before Lingôs bed began to move? 
 

        She looked up. 
 

        She saw a monster under her bed. 
 

        She put her book down. 
 

        She heard a rumble. 

 

 

 


