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Columbus Sails 
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weaving and later became a sailor on the Mediterranean. Shipwrecked near the 

Portuguese coast, he made his way to Lisbon, where his younger brother, Bartholomew 

lived. 
 

2 Bartholomew was an expert chart maker. Columbus, too, became a chart maker for 

a brief time. He was hired as a sugar buyer in the Portuguese islands off Africa by a 

Genoese trading firm. But Columbus had a dream. His dream was to reach Asia by 

sailing 3,000 miles west. If he could reach Asia by sea, he could UtransportU Asian spices, 

silks, and other valuable products by water. At this time, the products had to be 

transported over a long and dangerous land route. This made the products scarce and 

expensive. A sea route would mean that goods could be transported more cheaply and in 

greater quantity. Anyone who could find this water route would receive great honor and 

become very wealthy. 
 

3 Columbus needed someone to help finance the trip if he was to turn his dream into 

reality. He asked the rulers of Portugal, Spain, and England for financial backing. They 

all refused to help. They thought the plan had little chance of success and would cost too 

much money. 
 


